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The weir on Wildhorse River was operated steadily throughout the month of May.  
As during the previous month, it was run in three regular shifts daily of 8 hours  
each to cover the entire 24-hour period. 

 
The total catch for month of May consisted of 1998 game fish and 139 non-game  

fish. Of the game fish, 1918 were steelhead downstream migrants, 67 were adult steel-
head, 10 were chinook, and 3 were Rocky Mountain whitefish. Non-game fish caught 
consisted of 59 finescale suckers, 41 long-nosed dace, 33 lampreys, 4 chiselmouth,  
and two squawfish. Of the 67 adult steelhead caught, 11 were dead and 5 were live 
but had crooked backs. 

 
The steelhead downstream migrants caught ranged in length from 115 to 185 mm. 

Heaviest catches of steelhead were made between May 1 and May 17. 
 
A crane with a clam-shell bucket was employed the last week of May to clean  

the sand and gravel out from in front of the culverts above the weir. This greatly  
increased the flow of water through the culverts, as most of them were partially  
plugged. The clam-shell bucket proved to be far superior to the dragline which  
was previously used for the same purpose. 
 

Approximately 25 per cent of the river was strained most of the month. About  
30 per cent was strained after the culverts were cleaned the last week of the month  
and the water subsided to some extent. 
 

Four tables have been included in this report. They are, as follows: 
 
1. Daily temperature of Wildhorse River for May, 1958, in °F. 
 
2.  Summary of fish caught in Wildhorse River weir along with water  
temperatures for May, 1958. 
 
3. Summary of Chinook salmon and steelhead caught in individual down- 
stream traps o£ Wildhorse River for May, 1958. 
 
4. Length-frequency of 232 steelhead downstream migrants caught in  
Wildhorse River weir during May, 1958. 

 
 

Robert J. Bell 
Fisheries Biologist I 



 

Table 1. Daily Temperature of Wildhorse River for 
 May, 1958, in OF. 

 
 
Date  Water     Air   
May 9:00 AM  4:00 AM 9:00 AM  4:00 AM 
 

1 46 50 71  74 
2 52 48 54  76 
3 44 49 52  76 
4 52 52 62  80 
5 48 51 50  79 
6 46 47 52  62 
7 44  68 
8 49 40 54  54 
9 48 53 53  84 
10  53   79 
11 47 52 69  68 
12 
13 48 49 48  52 
14 42 52 52  69 
15 44 55 62  78 
16 46 55 76  84 
17 48 46 78  88 
18 48 55 70  90 
19 48 54 70  89 
20 48 56 72  93 
21 48 56 72  94 
22 52 56 80  97 
23 50 56 78  80 
24 48 57 76  91 
25 48 54 76  90 
26 48 58 84  92 
27 50 58 74  92 
28 56 46 62  58 
29 49 56 67  85 
30 50 56 66  78 
31 50 51 52  58 
 



 
Table 2.  Summary of fish caught in Wildhorse River weir 
 along with water temperature for May, 1958. 

 
 
 
Water  Temp    Number of Fish Caught by Species     
Min.  Max. Chin. Steel  Wh. F. Chis.  Lamp.  Dace  Squaw.  F.S.Suck  Adult Steelhead 
 
 44 52 2 50       1 
 42 52  68    1   1 Dead 
 44 52 1 91   10 1   5 Dead-1 
 44 52  135   22 1  1 2 Crkd.back-1 
 45 52  161    2  1 3 
 44 49  88    1  2 4 
 43 48  65    1  1 
 40 52  185    2   7 Dead-2 
 44 54 1 124   1   1 2 
 47 54  94       2 
 46 52 1 171    5  1 4 Dead-2; Crkd. 
            back-1 
 45 45  31 
 46 49  10    1 
 37 52  22    3 
 40 55  34    3 1 4 
 46 55 2 96  4  4  9 5 Dead-1 
 46 56 1 246    2   6 Crkd. back-3 
 48 50  34    1 
 48 55  48    1 
 48 56  41    1  1 2 
 48 56  43       5 Dead-1 
 51 56  11    1  2 2 
 49 56  12    1  2 2 
 48 57  16    1  4 3 
 48 54  11    1  3 4 Dead-2 
 48 58  3 2     2 2 Dead-1 
 50 58  3      3 3 
 46 57 1 5      4 1 
 49 56 1 12    1  5 1 
 46 56  2    1  3 
 47 51  6 1   5 1 10    
 
   Totals  10 1918 3 4 33 41 2 59 67 Dead-11 
            Crooked Back-.5 



 
Table 3. Summary of chinook salmon and steelhead caught in individual  
 downstream traps of Wildhorse River for May, 1958. 
 

Trap Number* 
 

 No.   1 No.   2 No.   3 No.   4 No.   5 No.   6 No.  7 No.   8 No.   9 
 Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St Ch   St 
 
 6  5  6  2  4  5 1 5 1 12  5 
 12  17  3  5  5  3  6  11  6 
 15  15  7 1 9  5  6  14  8  12 
 25  22  13  10  8  10  7  19  21 
 29  28  10  17  16  11  16  7  27 
 19  15  9  9  4  7  6  5  14 
 9  6  7  5  7  4  7  8  12 
 35  25  19  20  8  17  17  21  23 
 21  32  12 1 16  2  2  10  17  12 
 16  28  10  12  3  6  4  8  7 
 14 1 59  12  21  5  15  12  8  25 
 8  23               
     3    1    2  2  2 
 1  3  1  2  1  4  6  3  1 
 3  1  5  4  2  4  4  6  5 
 6  8 1 20  14  7  8  11 1 9  13 
 29  27  39  21 1 24  23  28  27  28 
 5  3  5  2  2  2  6  3  6 
 6  4  9  8    5  3  3  10 
 10  2  7  6  2  2  3  2  7 
 2  2  6  11  3  7  2  5  5 
   1  3    2  3  1    1 
   1    3  4  1    2  1 
 1  1  3  4  1  1  4    1 
 1  1  1    2    3  2  1 
   1        1  1 
   1  2 
 2      1  1    1   1  
     3  1    3  2  1 1 2 
   1        1 
     2  1    1    1  1 

Total 275 1    332 1 217 2 204 1 119  152 1 181 2 190 2 248 
 

Grand Total Steelhead 1,898 
 Chinook 12 

 
*    Traps are numbered from right to left facing upstream. The  
      upstream trap is excluded from this numbering system. 



 
 
 
 

Table 4. Length frequency of 232 steelhead downstream  
 migrants caught in Wildhorse River weir  
 during May, 1958. 

 
 

Length  Length 
in mm. n in mm. n 

115-120 1 150-155 30 

120-125 4 155-160 26 

125-130 10 160-165 19 

130-135 17 165-170 11 

135-140 31 170-175 8 

140-145 34 175-180 4 

145-150 33 180-185 2 
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